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TOP SECRET 


8 June 1951 


PRELIMINARY EVALUATION OF FEAF REPORT , 


_. On the night of 5 June an RB-45 was dispatched to obtain radar 
photo coverage from 25 miles northeast of Fuhsien to Ch'angehun to 
Yung-chi (Kirin). ‘Weather was clear; visibility was good. ‘The eir- 
craft was cruising between 35000 and 42000 ft at a ground speed of 
approximately 480 knots. The RB-45 was intercepted by one aircraft 
10 miles west northwest of Sinmak where enemy aircraft used landing 
lights and ground searchlights to complete the interception. Another 
interception was made by one aircraft over T'aih-ling and by four 
others when 25 miles east of T'aih-ling. The RB-45 broke from ita 
. mission and heeded southeast with all five aircraft following for 
about 30 minutes, firing intermittently. When 10 milea north of 
Huai-jen one aircraft made a firing pass from 1000 feet high. No 
damage resulted. 


Flak was received at altitudes from 39000 ft to 42000 ft in the 
vicinity of Anshan, 15 miles south of Mukden, 20 miles. southeast of 
Mukden, 25 miles northeast of T'ieh-ling, 40 miles northwest of a 
and 10 miles northeast of Hamhung. 


Implications as reported by FEAF: 


"a. Air defenses in area overflown are excellent with 


enemy on 24 hour alert. Good coordination exists between ground and 
air. _ , 


"b. The enemy ‘hes the capability of itarosutiag a high epeed 
acft at 40000 ft during the hours of darknese. 


"c. The enemy has radar controlled flak effective at 40000 rt. 
against high speed acft." 


Intelligence Comment 


1. It is improbable that the aircraft making the southernmost 
interception was, in fact, an enemy interception, in light of the 

. distance from known enemy radar (Pyongyang) or any airfield capable of 
supporting jet operations as well as the fact that no firing attack was 
made. The aircraft making interception along the line, Anshan/Mukden, 
could have been launched from any one of five airfields in the immediate 
area capable of supporting jet fighters. 


2. There are three types of jet aircraft available in Manchuria 
which would be capable of performing these interceptions. These are 
listed as followa;: 
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: Maximum Speed 
Aircraft Combat Ceiling at 40000 ft 
MIG-15 48000 ft 533 knots 
MIG-9 42000 ft 455 knots 


Type-16 41000 ft 455 knots 


Sufficient information is not available from this report to determine 
which type aircraft was involved, although the. MIG-15 appears to be 
the most probable. 


3. The nature of this engagement is such that a true evaluation 
of flak materiel cannot be made. Essential data for engaging the. , 
target with predicted barrage could have been attained from early 
warning radar together with information provided by the enemy fighter 
pllots. There is no evidence in this preliminary report that 
continuously pointed fire was employed; also, the altitude and speed 
of the aircraft were beyond the limita of known Soviet directors. The 
Soviets have several AA guns capable of delivering fire at altitudes 
between 29000 and 42000 ft; however, none of these have been identified 
previously in the Korean conflict. 


4. The enemy is known to have. surveillance radar within an . 
effective tracking range of the friendly aircraft during and between 
‘all reported enemy intercept and AAA firing activities. If RUS-2 type. 
radar information was employed for ground controlled activities, 
elevation information would probably have been provided by the enemy 
fighter aircraft after initial intercept. It 1s understood that the 
RB-45 aircraft carry some ECM equipment. No ECM data are available 
from the RB-45 aircraft on signal characteristics which may have been 
intercepted during the mission, SonHeauenk ly no egok Ne can be made of 
enemy electronic eoenenys 


Conc lusions 


5. Air defenses in area overflown are active with enemy on 24 how 
alert. Good coordination exists between ground and air. 


6. The enemy has a limited capability for engaging a high speed 
aircraft at 40,000 feet during the hours of darkness. Jet fighter air- 
craft capable of combat at 40,000 feet are available in the Manchurian _ 
area. It is estimated that surveillance radar was employed for tracking 
friendly aircraft. Since clear weather conditions prevailed and the 
firings by the enemy fighters were unsuccesaful, no. further credence can 
‘pe given enemy AI capabilities. 
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7. The enemy has the capability for limited employment of flak 
in the form of predicted barrages against high speed aircraft at 
40,000 feet. 


SOURCE: Cable fm FEAF, dtd 8 June 51, T.S. 9413 
easeat for Gen Vandenberg and Gen a from Gen Weyland) 
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